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MAY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Forty members attended the May meeting of 
the Ottawa Valley Chapter 111 at the J. A. 
Dulude Arena.  This was our first use of the 
Arena, a change necessitated by the loss of 
the Citizen Building for the day due to a prior 
booking by another group.  The room was 
large and very bright, although a bit warm.   
The mart tables were bursting with items and a lot of clocks, 
watches and tools changed hands.  Erin Fox chaired the 
meeting in the absence of Chapter President Wally Clemens.   
 
Allan Symons is Honoured 
As the first item of business, it was announced that Allan Sy-
mons has been made a Fellow of the NAWCC.  The nomina-
tion was made and pursued by Wally Clemens on the Chap-
ter's behalf.  Allan has been a long time member of the 
NAWCC and the Ottawa Valley Chapter.  He has given nu-
merous presentations on Canadian and Canadiana clocks at 
chapter and regional meetings as well as at the National Con-
vention in Grand Rapids.  Allan owns and operates the only 
private clock museum in Canada, for which he recently re-
ceived the Award of Excellence from the Ontario Museum 
Association.  The announcement of Allan's Fellowship award 
received a warm round of applause from the membership. 
 
Meryl Smith Visits from Australia 
The Chapter welcomed Meryl Smith from the Australian Capi-
tal Canberra Chapter 182.  Chapter 182 and Chapter 111 will 
become "sister" chapters and exchange newsletters, ideas 
and information.  On behalf of Chapter 182, Meryl donated a 
booklet titled Synchronome Brisbane 1903-1991 to our li-
brary. 
 
Dan Hudon Presents Specialized Tools 
The main presentation for the meeting was an overview of 
specialized tools for clock repair, given by Dan Hudon.  Dan 
demonstrated a number of unique tools and described their 
use.  Dan advised that these tools are often difficult to find 
and should be purchased as soon as found.  The makers of-
ten only make a few at a time.    
 
Show and Tell 
For Show and Tell, Allan Symons presented the beautiful 
Prince of Wales model mantel clock from the Canada Clock 
Co'y of Hamilton, Ontario.  Peter Kushnir spoke about the 
Klingenberg Vacuum Watch.  The watch was designed to re-
duce the effects of moisture and dirt on a watch movement by 
sealing the case with a vacuum pump.  Peter demonstrated 
the pump action.  

Allan Symons becomes a Fellow of the 
NAWCC  

Next Meeting - Sept 25, 2011 
Ottawa Citizen Building,  

1101 Baxter Road 
+++++++ 

Ashkan Zandi will present  
photos of watches and clocks 

from the Mozeye Zaman  
(Farsi for “Time Museum”) 



 

 

Page 2 THE BYTOWN TIMES Page 2 

Officers & Contacts 
 

President & Librarian:  
 Wally Clemens    wallysc@rogers.com 
 (613)  832-3085 
 

Vice President:  
 Georges Royer    groyer@rogers.com 
 

Treasurer:  
 Ray Springer  celineandray@bell.net 
 

Secretary &  Bytown Times Editor:  
 Gary Fox         chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Program & Social Committee:  
 Sharon Boyer   smboyer@bell.net 
 Erin Fox           erinfoxnawcc111@gmail.com  
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:  
 Dan Hudon      danhudon@sympatico.ca 
 
 

Membership Chair:  
 Veronica West 
 

Auditor:  
 Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:  
 Maynard Dokken 
 

About Chapter 111 

The Ottawa Valley Chapter 111 of the National Association of 
Watch and Clock Collectors (NAWCC), is a club for collectors, 
restorers and researchers interested in antique clocks and 
watches.  
 
Chapter meetings take place five times each year, on the fourth 
Sunday of January, March, May, September, and November. 
Doors open at 1:00 PM.  Meetings have a varied agenda, includ-
ing club business, a Mart for the buying and selling of trash and 
treasures, and presentations on clocks, watches, tools, repair 
techniques and history.   
 
Chapter members enjoy two annual social events: a Wine and 
Cheese party in November, and a Picnic BBQ in July.   
 
Courses on clock and watch repair are offered throughout the 
year.  
 
Annual Dues for chapter members is $20. Chapter members 
should also be a member of the NAWCC. NAWCC dues are $65 
US funds.  The NAWCC is based in Columbia, Pennsylvania, 
where their world-class museum is located.  Check out their web-
site at www.NAWCC.org.  While surfing the net, check out our 
chapter website at www.ottawaclocksandwatches.ca 

PHOTOS FROM THE MAY MEETING 

Dan Hudon presents some of the specialised clock repair tools that he has acquired over the years.  Dan urges every-
one to buy these tools when they see them as they are often produced in limited quantities 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Never get lost!  Casio has introduced the Pro-Trek quartz, dual analog-digital wrist watch which features a 
rechargeable solar battery; an altimeter; barometer; and thermometer. The sweep seconds hand can act as a 
compass needle.  While the altitude and barometric pressure can be shown digitally, the seconds hand can 
also be used as a differential pointer for those functions.  The watch can receive the correct time from six 
time broadcasting services worldwide—all for $480.                                               Watch Time, August 2011 
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PHOTOS FROM THE MAY M EETING (CONT’D) 

Meryl Smith brought greetings from Australia while Peter Kushnir spoke about the Klingenberg Vacuum Watch.  The 
Mart tables were literally bursting with clocks, watches and tools 

Grant Perry discusses some items for sale with Pete Graham and Bill Pullen.  The members are clearly focussed on Dan 
Hudon’s presentation.  Mel Nash is waiting for a customer—ANY customer! 

Allan Symon’s Canada Clock Co’y 
Prince of Wales Clock 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
The major watch brands spent an estimated $316.3 million in the US to advertise their watches in 2010.  Ro-
lex lead the pack, spending $43.4 million, which was almost two times the next largest advertiser, Breitling, 
which spent a paltry $24.9 million.  No wonder those fancy wrist watches cost so much! 

Watch Time, August 2011 

Once again, the Annual Chapter 111 Club picnic was a huge success.  It was held at the beautiful Dokken 
cottage on Mississippi Lake — thanks Maynard!  A great crowd was on hand to feast on hamburgers, hot 
dogs, salads and (everyone’s favourite) baked beans!  Our host was clearly in his element, providing a door 
prize of an Australian wine made by a company founded by—wait for it—a watchmaker!   
 
The auction was called by our master of ceremonies and host Maynard Dokken, ably assisted by chapter 
President Wally Clemens.  Much of the proceeds of the auction was donated to the chapter by generous 
members—notably Georges Royer.  Thanks, Georges! 

I don’t hear any ticking!  Is this thing working? Our great chefs!  Thanks, Judy and Bev! 

Frank!  Surprise! Luc and Wally in deep discussion 
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• Busy Bee Tools: 1400 Agnes Drive, Ottawa, 613-526-4696, 
www.busybeetools.com    

 
• Darlor Restorations:  P.O. Box 1347, Hudson, QC J0P 1H0 

www.darlor-watch.com    [Over 150,000 parts for Waltham, 
Elgin, Illinois, Hamilton, etc.  Also factory sealed Wrist Watch 
Parts, 1920 to 1970] 

 
• Dowd Supply Co: 36 Rosemount Ave., Ottawa, 613-236-

9493, www.dowdsupply.com  [Jeweler’s Tools, and Equip-
ment (Grobet USA)] 

 
• Dynamic Hobbies: 21 Concourse Gate, Unit 6, Ottawa, 613-

225-9634, www.dynamichobbies.com   [small brass rods and 
small diameter piano wire] 

 
• Fastenal: 6 Bexley Place, Unit 102, Ottawa, 613-288-1470, 

www.fastenal.com   [Some Metal] 
 
• Lee Valley Tools: 900 Morrison Drive, Ottawa, 613-596-9202, 

www.leevalley.com   [Tools and round Brass Stock] 
 
• Legere Industrial Supplies Ltd.: 1120 Morrison Drive,  
 Ottawa, 613-829-8010, www.legereindustrial.com   [Machine 

mechanical supplies] 
 
• Metal Supermarkets: 2900 Old Sheffield Rd., Unit 1,  Ottawa, 

613-747-7511, www.metalsupermarkets.com    [All metal, 
sheets, rod plates, in small amounts] 

 
• Ottawa Fastener Supply Ltd.: 175 Robertson Road, Bells 

Corners, 613-828-4117, www.ottawafastenersupply.com                                         
[All metric and standard fasteners, Tools] 

LIST OF LOCAL SUPPLY SHOPS 

Are Wally and new Chapter Treasurer Ray Springer talking 
about the day’s receipts or that delicious looking plate of food? 

Ashkan Zandi came with his wife and her mother and 
sister 

Kevin and Mel….. Are they contemplating seconds? 

Keep those Burgers coming, ladies! 
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THE EASTERN STATES REGIONAL 
Once  again, the Eastern States Regional was held at the Convention Centre in Syracuse, New York in late 
August.  A number of Ottawa Valley Chapter Members were in attendance including John Ruhland, Allan Sy-
mons, George Royer, Pete Graham, Peter Kushnir and Gary Fox.  There were many dealers and a wealth of 
clocks, books, tools, watches and parts for sale.  Allan picked up a number of books for his museum library 
and Gary bought a book on watch and clock repair that was published in the USA in 1869 by Mary L. Booth.  
This was not a first edition—it was initially printed in 1860 and later in 1863.  Booth’s  book was apparently 
only the third book related to horology printed in the USA.  Booth was not a watchmaker, but translated a 
French text authored by Janvier and LeNormand - watchmakers in Paris.   
 
The evening auction was not well attended and there were only about 50 clocks and watches for sale.  How-
ever, they included some interesting items including a Norris Noth Pillar and Scroll clock that sold for $1225 
and a Mark Leaveanworth Pillar and Scroll that sold for $925.   
 
The highlight of the show was a display of tools and machinery from the Waltham Watch Company factory.  
The display filled one conference room.  Each tool was described and explained in non-technical terms.  Vid-
eos were provided of some of the larger tools in action. 

This is a good show and there was a lot of interest for 
both the novice and experienced collectors. Merritt’s An-
tiques were on hand selling parts, tools and some an-
tiques.  Keep an eye open for it next year! 

The Atomic Clock at the United Kingdom’s National 
Physical Laboratory has the best long-term accuracy of 
any clock in the world.  The clock will gain or lose less 
than one second in 138 million years! 
(Thanks for this, Bryan Hollebone! G.F.) 

BBC News, August 26, 2011 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Several pictures of the Mart rooms at the ESR 
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DAN’S SUGGESTED READING 
Horological Times 
August 2011:  Learn what’s new in horological equipment, tools and supplies.  Check out the new hairspring 

cleaner.  Learn what Hermle is up to in the US and their Canadian connection with Emperor 
Clocks.  On the repair front there is a good article on making a rack striking mechanism for an 
English longcase clock.  Check the ad that Gary Fox placed on the bulletin board.  You may 
have items/information  hidden away that could be of interest. 

Clocks Magazine 
April 2011:  How to make or repair a clock dial.  How the Germans made American clocks. 
May 2011:  Problems found in the following suspensions— knife edge, sild suspension, Black Forrest Sus-

pension, suspension cocks, and suspension springs. The inner workings of the Welch Patti 
clock. Repair to an English longcase hour hand and making a jumper spring for the datework. 

Jun 2011:   Correct speed for cutting pinions.  Replacing missing calendar wheels in English longcase 
clocks. 

Model Engineer’s Worksop 
June 2011:   Making a two wheel knurling tool. 
July 2011:    Making a tailstock capstan for the Unimat 3; Making an oiler for the Myford lathe. 

Dan 

THANKS, GRANT 
For several years, Grant Perry has served as our chapter Treasurer.  He kept a tight con-
trol over the club’s financial situation, paying bills, managing receipts and maintaining the 
books.  As if this wasn’t enough of a commitment to the chapter, he has actively organ-
ized a number of NAWCC Suitcase workshops.  With job and family pressures, Grant has 
asked to be relieved of his Treasurer duties.  While we are sorry to see Grant leave the 
executive team, we know he will continue to be active in the club.  Thanks for all your 
work on our behalf, Grant! 

ASHKAN IS BACK! 
Many chapter members will recall the disastrous fire last March that de-
stroyed Ashkan Zandi’s shop, Time Sharpening.  Not one to rest on his lau-
rels, Ashkan announced the grand opening of his new shop at 347 St 
Laurent Blvd (corner of Hemlock) at our May meeting.   In a recent visit to 
his shop, I found that he has settled in quite successfully.  His new location 
is bigger and brighter than the old one, and there is plenty of parking.  He is 
able to display more items and has an excellent stock of watches, clocks 
and jewellery.   
 
It has been a struggle, but Ashkan says he has received a lot of help from 
suppliers, family and friends—especially the chapter and its members.  His 
former customers remember him and he is getting new clientele all the time 
from the neighbourhood.  As noted in the recent article in the Ottawa Citizen 
(September 5, 2011), the fallout from the fire hasn’t all been pleasant but 
the good outweighs the bad. 
 
Why not drop in for a visit?  Ashkan will always take the time to chat—in no 
time, you will feel right at home 
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Welcome back everyone!  I hope you had a great 
summer.  It has been a period of great change for me 
as I wind down my career—I retire at the end of Sep-
tember.  On top of that, we have welcomed a new 
addition to the Fox Family—a granddaughter, Isla 
Jean Tirrell.  Isla is as cute as a button and I am not 
even biased!!! 
 
I was fortunate to get to the Eastern States Regional 
and hope to get to the Montreal Regional in October.  
Whether you want a watch, a clock or a tool, try to get 
to the Montreal show.  It has a totally different flavor 
from all the other shows I’ve been to—much less for-
mal and lots of things you never get to see in Ottawa. 
 
Once again, my thanks to Charlie Beddoe, Ben Rob-
erts, Allan Symons, Wally Clemens and Dan Hudon 
for their input.  Without them, this would be a lot of 
blank pages!                                                      Gary 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

The use of e-mail by Chapter 
members continues to in-
crease.  E-mail contact not only 
keeps us connected between 
meetings, it is helping us find 
those elusive parts and an-
swers.   
 
With this e-mail increase in 
mind, possibly now is the time to 
r e v i e w  o u r  w e b  s i t e 
www.ottawaclocksandwatches.ca and add more 
functionality.  To do this we will need a chapter mem-
ber to volunteer to take this idea forward.   
 
It seems forever since our last meeting, especially 
since I missed the May meeting. I look forward to 
seeing you in September! 

Wally 

10TH ANNUAL MONTREAL HOROLOGICAL SHOW 

Mark it in your calendar! 
Sunday October 16, 2011 

the 

10th Annual Eastern Canadian Horological  
Show and Mart of Antique Clocks and Watches 

 
This Montreal Regional meeting started out very small ten years ago but has grown over that time.  Even 
when it wasn’t that big, I always came home with something for my collection.  The selection at the Mart ta-
bles generally includes things we never see in Ottawa and yet the prices have always been excellent. 
 
Peter Kushnir says that this will be the biggest show yet.  There will be plenty of clocks, watches, books and 
magazines for sale……. and he assured me that there will be lots of tools too.   
 
The show features a Mart, silent auction, live auction and demonstrations.  A mart table is $20 and registra-
tion costs just $5.  See Peter at the September meeting for a brochure and registration form, or e-mail 
me at chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca and I will send you a scan of the form.  Registration is $5.00 at the door, 
but if you want to be assured of a mart table, you should send a cheque for $20 made out to the “MAWCC—
Montreal” (yes, that is an “M” and not an “N”) to Serge Lewkowicz, 483 Robert Elie, Laval, QC    H7N 5W3  
 
The show runs from 9:00 AM to 3:00PM with Mart table set up at 8:00 AM.  It will be held as usual at the 
Ukranian Youth Centre, 3270 Beaubien East, Montreal 
 
Directions from Ottawa:  Take the Trans Canada east to Montreal and stay on Autoroute 40 (the Metropoli-
tan) to exit 75 at St. Michel Boulevard.  Head south on St. Michel until you reach Beaubien St.  The Ukranian 
Youth Centre is on the south east corner of Beaubien and St. Michel.  There is lots of street parking in the 
area. 

Gary 


